
Abstract: This lecture provides a general overview of the past and present sociolinguistic 
situation of the (Hokkaido) Ainu language. Topics examined include the late 1800s 
annexation of Hokkaido and the resulting language shift from Ainu to Japanese; Ainu 
legislation during the past century; examples of ongoing language revitalisation and 
reclamation efforts; as well as other contemporary use of the language. Based on my own 
research, I will also discuss Ainu language use in cultural tourism in Hokkaido, including the 
National Ainu Museum (Upopoy).
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